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1. News 
 

 Fall on the Prairie 
Seems like we have had a chilly and wet fall.  Ice now completely covers each wetland, a little 
snow has come and gone and come again, and prairie and wetland plants lay dormant now until 
spring.  What a fall for muskrats!  Recently, we watched one scurry across the ice.  We have 
also seen more deer tracks this fall than ever before.  Did you get to observe the world’s 
friendliest American coot near the bridge?  This was also a remarkable season for the 
prescribed fires conducted on the north end of the prairie, their towering smokey plumes blotting 
out the sun.  How did autumn progress in your school yard, backyard, refuge, or park? 
 

       Staffing 
Terrie Eidal, who has served as our office assistant since the PWLC began 20 years ago, is 
retiring at the end of December.  She has scheduled every educational program that has taken 
place here.  If you are receiving this newsletter, you have spoken with Terrie on the phone or 
emailed her.  Terrie has also staffed the front desk, greeting walk-in visitors.  She answers the 
phones, pays the bills, updates the computers, checks our payroll, and is the best bargain 
hunter ever when she purchases supplies.  We are sad to see Terrie go, but of course wish her 
many happy adventures in the years ahead! 
 
Thanks to generous funding from the Friends of the PWLC, our fall naturalist is back to support 
educational activities.  Jo Fritz is assisting the Prairie Science Class and visiting school groups.  
So thankful to have you for a third autumn, Jo!   
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 Scheduling Your Class 
Please note this change for the 2019 winter and spring seasons.  We are booked for the spring 
season and for the burrow in February.  We will not be keeping a waiting list in case of 
cancellations.  We will not be taking bookings for summer and fall until Terrie’s position is filled 
sometime at the end of the school year.  Thank you for your understanding and patience as our 
staff transitions.  We will let you know when you may contact us for summer and fall bookings. 
 

 Weather Information 
When you have questions about how to best arrange for weather conditions when visiting the 
PWLC, please see the separate attachment called Weather Information.  A handy reference 
concerning transportation, clothing, and indoor alternatives. 
 

       Monarch Mania 
Here is some authentic, local monarch data you can graph with your class.  The PWLC tagged 
491 monarchs from August 15 through October 11:  272 males, 217 females (2 not recorded); 
34 of which were reared in captivity and 457 were wild-caught.  Thank you everyone for 
making a difference for this iconic and declining species! 
 
 
2.  Professional Development  
 

 June 17-20:  Teaching in the Outdoor Classroom Workshop (times vary)  
Open to all who teach children including licensed teachers, teachers in training, home school 
educators, naturalists, non-formal educators, park rangers, volunteers, and Friends members!  
Working together as a team, we explore the many ways to use an outdoor classroom to 
enhance and strengthen a child’s education.  The workshop is held in conjunction with the 
Summer Explorers Biology Camp for students entering 5th and 6th grades in the fall.  Workshop 
participants may teach any grade level and have the opportunity to apply their new skills each 
day with a small group of interested students.  Participants receive 30 hours of clock hour 
instruction and workshop materials. Free on-site modern dormitory lodging is available for 
workshop attendees.  Enrollment is limited to the first 15 educators who register.  Instructors:  
ISD 544 Prairie Science Class teacher Mona Davis and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service educator 
Molly Stoddard.  Registration opens February 15 at www.friendsofprairiewetlands.com.   
 

 Compass to Nature Webinar  
Prairie Science Class 4th grade teacher, Mona Davis, and PWLC educator, Molly Stoddard, 
teamed up with the National Conservation Training Center to offer a 45-minute webinar 
presentation about the Compass to Nature last summer.  You can view the webinar at the link 
above to learn more about this innovative approach to teaching in the outdoor classroom.  It 
developed from the Prairie Science Class partnership at the PWLC and is universally applicable 
to any location, all season, and all ages.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.friendsofprairiewetlands.com/
https://fws.rev.vbrick.com/#/videos/cc0a9433-d134-4666-834a-dc1a51a5861a
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3.  Other Resources 
   

 Eww! Gross! Tell Me More…    
Check out the ways our colleagues across the National Wildlife Refuge System use the ick 
factor to motivate children to learn outdoors, including the PWLC.  Snakes, scat, scorpions, oh 
my! 

 
 A Reflection on Connecting to Nature  

A beautiful piece of writing by Joe Baust on the joys of learning – and teaching – outside.  
Exploring, observing, discovering, serendipity – these can be the teachers outside, available to 
all.  Joe advocates for less seat time indoors and more real time learning outdoors.   
 

 Indigenous Science Curriculum  
This curriculum is an attempt to counter underrepresentation of Indigenous peoples in scientific 
disciplines and management of tribal lands by showing how Indigenous traditions are based on 
a solid understanding and description of natural phenomena. The goal is to present this 
knowledge as well documented but different in approach from Western science. These 
traditions are based on connection to the natural world, rather than separation from nature -- in 
other words, working with a science base on relationships, reciprocity and respect.  How might 
you apply this curriculum to use of your outdoor classroom? 
 

 Featured Waterfowl Production Area:  Elbow Lake WPA in Grant County  
Starting with this edition, we will spotlight a Waterfowl Production Area in the Fergus Falls 
Wetland Management District of which the PWLC is part.  You can access these WPAs in our 5-
county jurisdiction in western Minnesota as self-guided outdoor classroom sites.  Elbow Lake 
WPA is located in Grant County, less than 1 mile south of Elbow Lake.  It is the closest WPA to 
Elbow Lake.  To visit this WPA, drive south out of Elbow Lake on Highway 54.  Turn right or 
west onto 250th Street or Highway 25.  Look for the mowed parking area on the right which is in 
the southwest corner of the WPA.  If you pass the airport runway on the right you have gone too 
far.   

 
4.  Housekeeping 
 

 Brought to You by... 
This seasonal environmental education (EE) e-mail is provided by the Prairie Wetlands Learning 
Center, managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. If you know of other educators who may 
be interested in receiving this e-mail, we welcome you to forward this message to them or ask 
them to send an e-mail to prairiewet@fws.gov with their name, school district, grade level(s), 
subjects, and city/state. We also welcome your feedback at any time. If there is something 
particular that you would like us to share, please let us know.   
 

 Unsubscribe  
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, send a message to prairiewet@fws.gov with 
"unsubscribe PWLC" in the subject line. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuges/features/Gross_Tell_Me_More.html
https://naaee.org/eepro/blog/reflection-connecting-nature
http://nativeamericanscience.org/
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/elbowlake.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/FFWMD_Grant_11X17_MF.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Fergus_Falls_WMD/map.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Fergus_Falls_WMD/map.html
mailto:prairiewet@fws.gov
mailto:prairiewet@fws.gov
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Find us on Facebook!  You can reach the official PWLC Facebook page and “like” us 
along with almost 5,000 other folks.  Doing so will keep you up-to-date on PWLC 
activities.   
 
 

If human footprints are everywhere, are 
we through discovering the world’s 
marvels?  Only if we stop looking.  The 
answer, I think, is to travel not farther but 
deeper.  To the discoverer, I would 
recommend, ‘Start with the ground 
beneath your feet.’” 
 
-- Doreen Pfost, This River Beneath the Sky 
 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Prairie-Wetlands-Learning-Center/161839050528977
http://www.facebook.com/prairiewetlands

