
 
 
Dear Friends of the Refuge Headwaters: November 28, 2018 
 
I have decided it is time to step down as President of the Friends of the Refuge Headwaters.  I 
have served as President for eight years, and I want someone else to have the same privilege. 
 
Serving as President of the Friends has been a wonderful experience for me.  It has been very 
fulfilling to meet and work with Friends members, volunteers, and organizations who care 
deeply for the Upper Mississippi River and Refuge.  I formed friendships and alliances and 
learned a huge amount about the wildlife, habitats, policies, and users of the river and Refuge.  
 
Just as important is the tremendous support I received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
They have flown me to Washington, D.C. to lobby members of Congress on behalf of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System.  Twice they sent me to their National Conservation Training 
Center to meet and learn from USFWS staff, consultants, and Friends from across the nation.  
Locally, the staff of the Refuge back every Friends effort, providing boats, vehicles, equipment, 
meeting rooms, expertise, and many personnel hours.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
also provided key assistance. 
 
I am glad to say that the Friends organization is in a strong position.  We have ongoing sources 
of revenue, generous donors, and officers who maintain careful control over spending.  We 
hold popular annual events and our members and other volunteers turn out when we need 
them.  Our social media platform is professionally managed and our public profile is rising.  We 
have a dedicated team of officers and a terrific partner in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
The Friends are asking for nominations for President.  If you are interested, or know someone 
who would be a good candidate, please provide me or Refuge Manager Mary Stefanski with 
contact information.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
With sincere thanks, 
 
 
 
Todd Paddock 
507-454-4176 (before 9pm) 
tpaddock@hbci.com 
 
Contact information for Mary Stefanski 
507-495-6229 
mary_stefanski@fws.gov 
 


